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Book Review

Illustrated synopsis of dermatology & sexually transmitted 
diseases

The seventh edition of the Illustrated Synopsis of Dermatology 
and Sexually Transmitted Diseases edited by Dr. Neena Khanna 
has been released in 2024. Over the past two decades, the book 
has achieved a ubiquitous presence in the bookshelves of 
undergraduates across India. Its popularity is attributable to the 
simple presentation of the vast field of dermatological diseases 
in a succinct fashion, well-illustrated by high-quality images. 
When you think how could perfection reinvent itself, Dr. Neena 
Khanna has outdone herself by coming out with the seventh 
edition in a new ‘Avatar’. The master teacher and author has 
rewritten the book with a focus on the revised undergraduate 
competency-based curriculum by the National Medical 
Commission of India. The book presentation systematically 
covers each of the dermatological competency, with a focus 
on practicality, carefully highlighting the history to be elicited, 
the examination points, the differential diagnoses, and 
management. As learning dermatology requires visual cues, 
the book is illustrated with 830 high-quality images and 140 
detailed line diagrams. The disease description with 150 tables 
and management flow charts, along with the labelled diagrams 
demonstrating examination findings, simulates a live interaction 
with a teacher. Further, the book includes sections on sexually 
transmitted infections, including human immunodeficiency 
virus, dermatology diagnostics, and topical and systemic therapy, 
therefore providing a complete and handy, quick reference 
textbook. This would enable the undergraduate to significantly 
improve their management of dermatological patients and 
the structured presentation aligned with the undergraduate 
competencies would be a big help for them to appear for the 
formative and summative dermatology assessment during their 
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Complimentary e-book with digital resources 
at www.medenact.com

Neena Khanna

• 940 Illustrations
• Tabulated Differential Diagnosis
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Illustrated Synopsis of Dermatology & Sexually Transmitted Diseases has been used for almost 2 decades as 
the standard textbook of Dermatology by UGs. The book through it previous 6 editions has helped UGs prepare for 
their PG entrance exams, with several coaching programs using its images (in a session ‘in wit’ called Neena Khanna 
images) to hone the student’s ‘NEET cracking skills’. But the purpose of this book really goes much beyond that—it’s 
an endeavor to create in the UGs an interest in this extremely popular subject and clinically make them ‘dermatology 
literate’. Since a third of patients seen by general practitioners or a pediatrician have skin issues, physicians with a 
basic knowledge of Dermatology will be able to guide their patients better, without succumbing to the temptation of 
prescribing steroids as ‘a panacea for all skin ills’. The book has also been used as a quick reference by dermatology 
PGs’ in infancy of their residency and a keepsake by general physicians and pediatricians. 

New to This Edition
• Covers the UG curriculum according to competency-based guidelines enunciated by National Medical Council 

(NMC) of India, with competencies mapped in the book where they are discussed in an easy-to-understand manner 
with ‘to the point synopsis’ and bulleted, well-illustrated text and ‘loads’ of images.

• Illustrative case studies, based on core competencies mandated by the NMC for UGs.

• Several new high quality clinical images, added to the ‘already extremely well illustrated’ book, which now has a 
total of about 1,000 images including 140 line diagrams and 150 tables and management flowcharts.

• Latest diagnostic techniques, drugs, lasers and biologicals.

• Recent guidelines in management of sexually transmitted and HIV infection, and leprosy.

Salient Features
• The popular student-friendly format of the previous editions (synopsis, crisp bulleted text peppered with numerous 

high-quality images, each with a descriptive legend, flowcharts, clues to differential diagnosis and tabulated 
therapeutic strategies) has been retained.

• Discusses all common and relevant skin diseases.

• Tabulates differential diagnoses of common dermatoses — a feature totally unique to this book.

Additional Features
• Complimentary access to full e-book.

• Lecture PPTs.

• Multiple-Choice Questions.

Neena Khanna has recently joined Amrita Institute of Medical Sciences & Research, Faridabad, India as Professor & 
Head, Department of Dermatology on her superannuation after an almost 40 year stint at All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi from where she retired as Dean (Academics) & Professor & Head, Dept of Dermatology 
& Venereology. In AIIMS she was responsible for teaching & mentoring more than >35 batches of MBBS & >200 PG 
students & was actively involved in changing the way students are taught Dermatology both at UG & PG level. She is 
passionate about innovating new methods of teaching & assessing students, so as to make learning  holistic & truly 
an enjoyable journey. Apart from several awards & orations including the Ambady Oration, Best Teacher’s Award, Prof 
LK Bhutani Award for Research & Teaching, she has been bestowed with the prestigious IADVL Life Time Achievement 
Award by the Indian Association of Dermatologists, Venereologists & Leprologists, which is 2nd largest association of 
dermatologists in the world. She has authored >180 publications in indexed journals mainly as 1st or corresponding 
author & 11 books, & has delivered >200 lectures at national & international conferences.
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training. It also comes with a complimentary e-book with digital 
resources, facilitating access anywhere and at any time; this 
would be a panacea for the postgraduates who are posted for the 
National Medical Commission of India-recommended District 
Residency Program, as also the busy practitioners. The book 
addresses the current trend of objective evaluation, providing a 
set of image-based case studies to orient the students on taking 
an objective structured case examination as well as provides 
hundreds of online multiple-choice questions that would help 
the students crack the postgraduate entrance examination. 
However, as Dr. Neena Khanna says in the preface, the main 
aim of the book is to make the reader ‘skin literate’ and the 
book certainly will achieve that target for any reader who 
systematically peruses the Illustrated Synopsis of Dermatology 
and Sexually Transmitted Diseases.
The ability to pack key learning points across the field of 
dermatology is a testament to the skills of an author and 
teacher par excellence, who sets a new benchmark for an 
ideal undergraduate textbook, and with its illustrative images 
provides a reference atlas for the dermatology postgraduates 
and practitioners. A must-have book for undergraduates, private 
practitioners, and every dermatologist. Go get your copy now!
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