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CREEPING ERUPTION AT AN UNUSUAL SITE

R P Sharma and G G Dhir

A 9-year-old female child developed creeping eruption on the neck which is an unusual site,
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Creeping eruptions of skin (cutaneous
larva migrans) are characterised by tortuous,
migratory lesions produced by penetration of
the larvae of non-human nematodes. The
commonest cause of creeping eruption is Ankylo-
stoma braziliensis, a hookworm which ordinarily
infects dogs and cats.! The sites commonly
involved are the feet, hands and buttocks.

Case Report

A nine-year-old female child had a linear
thread-like lesion on her neck with mild itching.
According to her father, the lesion was initially
small but reached its present size in 3 weeks. So
far she was not given any treatment for this. She
had a single, linear lesion about 4 cmin length,
present on the anterior part of her neck. The
lesion was tortuous, white in colour and raised
above the skin-surface giving the appearance
of a narrow tunnel containing a white thread-
like material inside. The right end of this
linear lesion was erythematous and had small
vesicles over it, representing the advancing
edge of the lesion.
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Treatment with ethyl chloride spray at the
advancing edge of the lesion and oral thiabenda-
zole in a dose of 25 mg twice a day for two succes-
sive days, led to complete disappearance in 3
weeks leaving a trace of pigmentation.

Comments

Creeping eruptions commonly present. on
the feet, hands, buttocks and genitals, have
also been reported on the abdomen and trunk
in Indian patients.>-* ‘The lesion on neck is
an unusual site. Recently, mebendazole has
also been reported to be effective in this disease.?
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