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“I always look upon Dr. Bhau Daji as a man who has done excellent
work in his life—and though he has written little, the little he has
written is worth thousands of pages written by others.”

-Max Miiller

The wrath of leprosy has made human life miserable since time
immemorial. The untiring crusade of man ultimately succeeded
in harnessing the march of this dreaded and deforming disease
only in the last two centuries, though the effort had started
since the early days of the history of medicine. Many great
luminaries in the history of human civilization have dedicated
their life to mitigating the agony of leprosy sufferers. Many of
them are well known, some of them are little known and still
others have remained unknown in the history of medicine. This
account describes a man whose versatile genius made him walk
effortlessly through the field of ancient Indian history, social
works and politics thus acquiring the fame of a great medical
man. This article focuses on the life and works of Dr. Bhau Daji
Lad, a forgotten figure of Indian leprology.

Bhau Daji [Figure 1] was born in 1822 to a very poor Saraswat
Brahmin family in Manjare in Goa. His actual name was Ramkrishna
Lad. His father Vithal used to call him affectionately as “Bhau.”
Bhau’s father in 1832 planned to move to Bombay—an upcoming
centre for trade and learning. Though Vithal had to struggle to
maintain a decent life, he was gifted with his two bright sons, Bhau
and Narayan.'?
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Bhau proved to be a prodigy from his early childhood and was a
brilliant chess player which attracted the attention of the then
Governor of Bombay, the Earl of Clare who exhorted Vithal to
provide English education to Bhau Daji.> After completion of
his early education, Bhau joined the famous Elphinstone College
of Bombay in 1840.3 In 1843, he joined the same college as an
Assistant Teacher of Chemistry and Natural Philosophy. In1844,
Bhau won the first prize in an essay competition arranged by the
British Government on female infanticide in a particular section of
the society in Kutch and Kathiawar.*

The Grant Medical College was established in 1845. In those days,
it was very difficult to get native Hindu students for an English
medical system as it required dissection of human cadavers that was
forbidden in the society. But Bhau came forward and sat for the
entrance test and topped the merit list. Soon, he became the favored
student of the then Superintendent, Dr. Charles Morehead.? In April
1851, Bhau successfully completed the course and became one of
the first eight students to be awarded the degree of Graduate of the
Grant Medical College (G.G.M.C.).}

Bhau had proved to be a brilliant student from the early days of his
medical education. He was equally proficient in medicine, surgery
and obstetrics. Dr. Narayan Daji Lad, the brother of Bhau Daji,
passed his G.G.M.C examination in 1852 and started an independent
practice.” He started giving free treatment at Nagdevi Dispensary
and Bhau also joined this philanthropic endeavour. He was very
sympathetic to his patients at times even giving monetary support to
them. He used to take special care of his leprosy patients. Dr. Bhau
Daji Lad developed a roaring practice very soon.®

Bhau Daji had vast knowledge in the field of deciphering ancient
inscriptions and numismatics. He published about twenty articles
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