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PRECEPTS FOR NEW MEDICAL GRADUATES

The Kasyapa-Samhita lavs down-the’ following precepts for the guid-
ance of new med1ca1 graduates

", The physician should wear clea'n while dress: dress his hair and tic it
in a knot: ~When'walking on the road, he must look ahead, far and wide,
on all sides and proceed forward.. When he meets others or others meet
him, he must accost them first. He must be friendly to all. Heishould
not visit the patient’s residence uninvited. In the patient’s house, he
should look at none else, except the patient; should not cut jokes -with
the maid-servents and with other women.in the house; should not refer to
their names discourteously; should not talk too much with them on anv
subject, and should not exhibit excessive affection for them. He should not
talk to them or sit'by their side.in private; should not go to the house of the
patient withoubigiving previous intimation; should not reveal the secrets
of ‘the houséhol’df‘no«‘r,exaggerate the bad qualilies of the family. - When
unfavourable or’ serious ‘symptoms appcatri<in-the:patient, he should net
inform the patiedt. - He should not attempt treatment of a paticnt whose
death is certain’or a Patient who has an incurable diseaseror a patient-who
has riotgot:the. necessary facilities for:the treatment. He:should carefully
observe and know various details about the body, age, disease, medicine
ete., and shouldi¢arry with him all drugs essential:for the. treatment. He
should not have any enmity with other medical colleagues; and may con-
sult them and decide the treatment. If some: -envious opponents criticise
his procedure he must convince and win them over by his knowledge and
experiencé. He should always speak clearly without ambiguity and doubts,
sweetly and ingenicusly in a simple and ethical tone, avoiding con‘rrover
sies and accardind to the law of Dharma.

“In this’ manne1 the physician’ Wwho desirés the good and welfare of the
world, lives a 1fe of rlg hteous concug and attdms hipmness both in this
world and 111 the ne;xt . . .

R

CODE OF (“ONDUCT AND QUALITIES OF A GO(SD PHYSICiAN

The Kaljana Karaka lays dowtithe code of conduct a physwmn should
observe and enumerates the qualmes a good phy51c1an should have as

follows : S A
FESAS

The physician should not undertake 1reatmu11 on chount of Iust iove
or greed; not even friendship, enmity or affection for a kinsman c,hould be
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the reason for treatment; the expectation of carning a reward or fame
should not tempt a physician to give treatnient. Only one urge and aim,
kindness or mercy, i.e., humanitarian feeling should lead the physician 1o
practise the art of healing. :

The physician should neverthink that the practice of medicific yle‘ds
no benefit to him. "Sometimes he may get money; sometimes he may get
what he-desires; occasionally; he may win iame or friendship; even when
he does not obtain any one; ol these, there is hound to be at least the
benefit of practical experience. e

3

Will the eartt be without human bem')s? Can hLlIIIdIl beings 11ve
without drink, food and all sorts of activities ? * And can such people be
completely frce from ill health and diseases ? ‘"Therefore, the physician
need never dread unemployment or starvation. ‘ ‘

The physician who undertakes treamenient should have the Iollowmo‘
qualities :

He must be a speaker of truth, a man - of ¢ourage, endowed with pati-
ence, blessed with a lucky hand that has achieved numerous cures, one who
has witnessed and also. practised notabie methods of treatment, one who
does not get upset under any adverse circumstances. These are the great
and noble qualilies thal a pbvsluan entrusted wilth healing the sick should
possess.

The patient, the physicién. the. medicine and the nurse are the four
limbs of treatment. The physician is more important than the other three.
He is the basis or primc cause for the rest. There is not much harm or
dangu il the patient loses, faith in his wife or children but il the patient
loses faith in the physician, there is no hope of cure for the palient.

Profound study as well as _understanding of the sciences and practical
skill in administering medicifies, achieve success in treatment. If either
of these, is Jacking or absent, the life of the patlent is in doubt or danger.
So, on]y a physician who is equally proficient in theory and practice and
is wise and has secured the permission of the Kmor (or State au’thontles)
<hould undu‘take treatment of the sick.

When an ignorant physician, without adequate knowledge of sciences,
tempted by greed or {ust begins to treat the sick; he will be sacnﬁcmg tht
hves ol people and becorde liable for punishment by the ruler (or Govern-
ment). Hence, the physician should be careiul to avoid sudl predlutmenta
leading to pumqthnts
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