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CYSTICERCUS CELLULOSAE CUTIS
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A case of cysticercus cellulosae is reported with its unique histopathological
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Introduction
Cysticercosis occurs due to the

lodgement of the larvae of Taenia solium,
the pork tapeworm in various organs. These
manifest as one to several firm,
asymptomatic nodules in the skin, skeletal
muscles, heart, eyes and brain.’ They
measure 1 to 2 cm in size.?2 They persist for
many years and may be caicified.

Case Report

A 28-year-old man presented with
multiple, asymptomatic firm nodules over the
trunk and limbs of 1 year duration. On
examination the nodules were slightly
mobile. Patient gave history of taking pork
meat 18 months back. There was no history
of any epilepsy. One of the nodules was
excised and on histopathological examination
showed a cystic cavity containing a white

irreqular shaped membranous structure, the

cysticercus cellulosae (Fig. 1). The cyst was
surrounded by a thick fibrous capsule.

Comments

Cysticercus  cellulosae is a term

referring to the cross section of the larvae of
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T. solium.® This is seen as a cystic ca . _
containing a clear fluid and lined by a whith
membranous structure. Our case is reporte
for its unique histopathological features a
to entertain cysticercosis as one of
differential diagnosis in any subcutaneou|nt
swelling. {

Fig. 1. Photomicrograph showing cross sectA -
of cystic cavity lined by a membra
structure. (H&E x 50)
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