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A 23‑year‑old woman presented with blackish pigmentation of tongue of 5 years duration. On examination, the pigmentation was restricted 
to fungiform papillae on the anterolateral aspect and tip of the tongue [Figure 1a]. Similar pigmented fungiform papillae were seen on her 
mother’s tongue [Figure 1b]. Pigmented fungiform papilla is a rarely reported benign condition. Its prevalence varies from 6% to 33% 
in darkly pigmented races. There are only some reports in Asian and Caucasian population. Three clinical patterns have been described: 
pigmentation involving all the fungiform papillae in a localized area on the anterolateral aspect or tip of the tongue, 3–7 pigmented fungiform 
papillae randomly distributed on the dorsum of the tongue and pigmentation of all the fungiform papillae on the dorsum of the tongue. 
An autosomal dominant inheritance has been suggested. An increased awareness of this condition is required as the clinical appearance 
is characteristic and the patient need not be burdened with unnecessary investigations and biopsy. Dermoscopy may be done as it shows a 
characteristic rose petal‑like and cobblestone‑like patterns.

Financial support and sponsorship
Nil.

Conflicts of interest
There are no conflicts of interest.

Images in Clinical Practice

Pigmented fungiform papillae in mother and 
daughter

How to cite this article: Gopinath H, Upadya GM. Pigmented 
fungiform papillae in mother and daughter. Indian J Dermatol 
Venereol Leprol 2017;83:510-1.

Received: September, 2016. Accepted: November, 2016.

This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative 
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 License, which allows 
others to remix, tweak, and build upon the work non-commercially, as long as the 
author is credited and the new creations are licensed under the identical terms.

For reprints contact: reprints@medknow.com

Access this article online

Quick Response Code: Website: 
www.ijdvl.com

DOI: 
10.4103/ijdvl.IJDVL_826_16

PMID:
*****

Figure 1a: Pigmented fungiform papillae in daughter Figure 1b: Pigmented fungiform papillae in mother
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