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Calcinosis cutis universalis in systemic 
sclerosis

A 47‑year‑old female, known to be suffereing from systemic sclerosis since the past six years, presented with indurated plaques over thighs, 
buttocks [Figure 1], and nodular swellings on elbows with chalky white discharge, since five months. Cutaneous examination showed 
proximal scleroderma, sclerodermoid facies, telangiectasia, salt–pepper pigmentation, and sclerodactyly. Detailed workup including serum 
calcium levels were normal (9.6 mg/dl). Anti‑nuclear  antibodies (1:320, indirect immunofluorescence) and anti‑Scl70 were positive. 
X‑ray (pelvis/lower limbs) showed diffuse subcutaneous calcification [Figure 2]. Biopsy from the thigh confirmed subcutaneous calcium 
deposits. Extensive diffuse calcification (calcinosis cutis universalis) is common in dermatomyositis and infrequently reported in systemic 
sclerosis.

Declaration of patient  consent
The authors certify that they have obtained all appropriate patient consent forms. In the form, the patient has given her consent for her 
images and other clinical information to be reported in the journal. The patient understood that images and other clinical information are to 
be reported in the journal. The patient also understood that names and initials will not be published and due efforts will be made to conceal 
identity, but anonymity cannot be guaranteed.

Financial support and sponsorship
Nil.

Images in Clinical Practice

How to cite this article: Modak R, Viswanath V. Calcinosis cutis 
universalis in systemic sclerosis. Indian J Dermatol Venereol Leprol 
2018;84:353-4.

Received: June, 2017. Accepted: August, 2017.

This is an open access journal, and articles are distributed under the terms of 
the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 License, 
which allows others to remix, tweak, and build upon the work non-commercially, 
as long as appropriate credit is given and the new creations are licensed under 
the identical terms.

For reprints contact: reprints@medknow.com

Access this article online

Quick Response Code: Website: 
www.ijdvl.com

DOI: 
10.4103/ijdvl.IJDVL_406_17

PMID:
*****

Figure 1: Indurated plaques on thighs and buttocks in a known case of 
systemic sclerosis

Figure 2: X‑ray of pelvis and lower limbs (anteroposterior view) showing 
diffuse subcutaneous calcification
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