Dermoscopic diagnosis of a tick bite

A 72-year-old man presented with complaints of an itchy, mildly
tender, reddish raised skin lesion over his right thigh for the past
4 days [Figure 1]. There was no history of trauma, insect bite
or local application of any medications. He reported that the
onset was following his routine gardening activity. He was a
dog lover and used to raise pets. A dermoscopic examination
was performed, and an intact tick was noted at the centre of the
lesion [Figure 2]. The tick was manually removed using a non-
toothed forceps. This case report emphasizes the usefulness of
dermoscopic examination in the diagnosis of atypical lesions.
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Figure 1: A single, ill-defined, slightly indurated and mildly tender erythem-
atous plaque was seen clinically on the medial aspect of right thigh of a
72-year-old male.

Figure 2: Intact tick at the centre of the lesion on dermoscopic examination
(Dino- lite edge AF4115, polarizing mode, magnification 110x).

Leprol. 2024;90:249. doi: 10.25259/1JDVL_1012_2022

How to cite this article: Ponnuswami A, Muthuvel K, Subburathinam DM. Dermoscopic diagnosis of tick bite. Indian J Dermatol Venereol

Received: November, 2021  Accepted: March, 2021

DOI: 10.25259/1JDVL_1012_2022 PMID: 37317748

EPub Ahead of Print: May, 2023 Published: February, 2024

This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-Share Alike 4.0 License, which allows others
to remix, tweak, and build upon the work non-commercially, as long as the author is credited and the new creations are licensed under the identical terms.

© 2024 Indian Journal of Dermatology, Venereology and Leprology - Published by Scientific Scholar 249



https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3336-1510

