
Supplementary Table 1: Certainty of diagnosis 
Confirmed diagnosis 
Clinical features and histology (and other investigations/therapeutic trial as applicable) are consistent with 
the diagnosis and 
There is no differential diagnosis, and is excluded based on findings 

Probable diagnosis 
Clinical features and histology are consistent with the diagnosis (and other investigations/therapeutic trial 
may or may not be consistent) and 
Another diagnosis cannot be completely excluded, but is considered less likely 
OR 
Either clinical features or histology (but not both) is consistent with diagnosis and 
There is no differential diagnosis or is excluded based on the findings 
Undiagnosed 
Suspected granulomatous facial skin lesion (clinically or on histopathology), where a specific diagnosis 
could not be reached based on clinico-investigative profile and/or treatment response after 3 months of 
follow up. 

 
Supplementary Table 2: Undiagnosed cases 

S 
No 

Age 
(years)/ge
nder  

Clinical features Clinical differential 
diagnoses 

Histological 
reaction pattern  

Additional 
remarks 

1 19/F 1 plaque and 1 
swelling on the 
cheek extending to 
the chin 

Deep fungal 
infection, Orofacial 
granulomatosis, non-
Langerhans cell 
histiocytosis 

Tuberculoid 
(lichenoid) 
granulomatous + 
Sarcoidal 
(lymphocyte-rich) 
with foamy 
histiocytes 

Known case of 
Mannosidosis 

2 50/F An ill-defined 
swelling on the 
chin 

Orofacial 
granulomatosis, 
Sarcoidosis, 
Pseudolymphoma 

Non-specific - 

3 24/M Single plaque on 
the cheek with a 
sinus opening 

Atypical 
mycobacterial 
infection, deep fungal 
infection, ruptured 
folliculitis 

Tuberculoid 
(lichenoid) 
granulomatous 

Responded well 
to doxycycline 
and co-
trimoxazole, but 
recurrence on 
stopping; 
followed by 
surgical removal 
of the lesion 

4 36/F Single indurated 
plaque on the 
cheek  

Sarcoidosis, BT 
leprosy, 
Morpheaform basal 
cell carcinoma 

Granulomatous, 
unspecified 

Lost to follow-
up 

5 65/M Multiple papules 
and plaques on the 
forehead 

Chronic actinic 
dermatitis, 
Pseudolymphoma, 
Sarcoidosis 

Upper dermal 
nodular 
lymphocytic 
infiltrates with 
focal interface 
dermatitis 

Photopatch test 
negative, 
responded well 
to topical 
tacrolimus 



6 48/F Single plaque with 
superimposed 
papules on the chin 

Orofacial 
granulomatosis, 
Pseudolymphoma 

Vascular 
proliferation 

MRI non- 
contributory 

7 72/M Lower lip swelling 
with gingival and 
buccal mucosal 
infiltration 

Orofacial 
granulomatosis 

Interface dermatitis 
(no granulomas) 

ANA and Anti-
dsDNA 
negative. 
Spontaneously 
resolved after 1 
year of onset  

MRI: magnetic resonance imaging, ANA: anti-nuclear antibody, anti-ds DNA; anti double-stranded DNA 
 
Supplementary Table 3: Clinico-demographic details of granulomatous, non-
granulomatous, and undiagnosed cases 

Parameter Granulomatous 
(n=60) 

Non-granulomatous 
(n=10) 

Undiagnosed 
(n=7)  

p-value1 

Age (years)  
• Mean ± SD 
• Range 

 
36.76 ± 16.09 
8-70 

 
40.60 ± 16.09 
12-74 

 
44.85 ± 16.30 
19-72 

 
0.043 

Gender 
• Male 
• Female 

 
31 (52%) 
29 (48%) 

 
6 (60%) 
4 (40%) 

 
4 (57%) 
3 (43%) 

0.739 

Diagnosis category 
• Confirmed 
• Probable 

 
49 (82%) 
11 (18%) 

 
9 (90%) 
1 (10%) 

 
- 

0.454 

Duration of disease (months)  
• Mean ± SD 
• Range 

 
30.70 ± 57.94 
1-180 

 
64.53 ± 65.44 
0.3-450 

 
26.21 ± 64.46 
1.5-72 

 
0.508 

Number of facial lesions  
• Single  
• Few (2-5) 
• Multiple (>5) 

 
23 (38%) 
27 (45%) 
10 (17%) 

 
5 (50%) 
2 (20%) 
3 (30%) 

 
5 (71%) 
1 (14%) 
1 (14%) 

0.268 

Morphology 
• Macule 
o Large macule* 
• Papule 
o Micropapule 
• Plaque 
o Large plaque* 
• Nodule 
• Swelling 
• Pustule/Papulo-pustule 

 
4 (67%) 
1 (2%)  
12 (20%) 
2 (3%) 
28 (47%) 
18 (30%)  
3 (5%) 
26 (43%) 
2 (3%) 

 
0 
- 
4 (40%) 
- 
8 (80%) 
- 
1 (10%) 
0 
1 (10%) 

 
0 
- 
1 (14%) 
- 
6 (86%) 
1 (14%) 
0 
3 (43%) 
0 

 
0.532 
1 
0.160 
1 
0.052 
0.054 
0.468 
0.006 
0.375 

Other morphological features 
• Follicular plugging 
• Tenderness 
• Hypoesthesia 
• Local rise in 
temperature 
• Healing with scarring 
• Scaling 
• Crusting 

 
0  
3 (5%) 
11 (18%) 
19 (32%) 
5 (8%) 
22 (37%) 
4 (7%) 

 
2 (20%) 
2 (20%) 
0 
2 (20%) 
1 (10%) 
4 (40%) 
3 (30%) 

 
0 
0 
0 
3 (43%) 
0 
2 (29%) 
- 

 
0.019 
0 
0.158 
0 
0.618 
1 
0.055 

Symptoms 
• Asymptomatic 

 
42 (70%) 

 
0 

 
4 (57%) 

 
<0.001 


